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ON THE COVER:

David Mackey, M.D., has organized a fascinating series of commentaries by national leaders
in the construction and use of clinical data registries by regulatory agencies and physician
practices, the first two of which appear in this month’s issue:

● Mackey: Can We Finally Conquer the Problem of Medical Quality? The Systems-based
Opportunities of Data Registries and Medical Teamwork, p. 225

● Jain et al.: A Public-Private Strategy to Advance the Use of Clinical Registries, p. 227
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Ebenezer Hopkins Frost was the first identified patient of William T.G. Morton to receive anesthesia. We suggest why
he was invited to attend the ether demonstration of October 16, 1846.
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ON The Cover:

The effects of anesthetics on diaphragmatic function and muscles which maintain airways 
patent and how these contribute to postoperative pulmonary complications are reviewed in this 
issue (Photo Credit: Admir Hadzic, M.D.):
●	 Gropper: Postoperative Respiratory Muscle Dysfunction: Only the Strong Survive, p. 783
●	 Sasaki et al.: Postoperative Muscle Dysfunction: Pathophysiology and Preventative Strategies, 
p. 961
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